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WORLD  CATTLE  FJMBSRS  IN  1950  AND  1951 

World  cattle  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1951  are  estimated  at  8O6.3  million 
head  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,     This  preliminary  estimate 
places  the  world  cattle  population  at  a  record  level  and  about  2  percent  more 
than  the  revised  estimates  for  1950*     Current  numbers  are  8  percent  above  the 
1936-HO  prewar  average.    A  further  moderate  increase  in  world  cattle  numbers  is 
in  prospect  during  1951;  however,  a  tightening  of  feed  supplies  in  many  impor- 
tant cattle  areas  may  curtail  further  expansion  of  herds. 

Cat+le  'numbers  continued  their  upward  trend  in  1950  following  3  generally 
favorable  seasons  for  forage  and  feed  supplies.    Strong  demand  for  beef  and  veal 
encouraged  cattle  growers  in  most  areas  to  expand  breeding  programs.     The  number 
increased  moderately  during  1950  on  all  continents  except  in  Asia  and  South 
America  where  numbers  were  maintained  at  the  level  of  the  previous  year*  The 
largest  numerical  gains  were  registered  in  Eastern  Africa  and  North  America,  with 
minor  increases  in  Europe  and  Oceania.     Numbers  of  cattle  in  North  and  South 
America  now  exceed  the  1936-HO  prewar  average  by  about  22  percent,  while  in 
Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union  they  are  approaching  their  respective  prewar  levels* 
Cattle  numbers  in  the  Soviet  Union,  however,  are  still  below  the  1951  official 
goal.     Largely  due  to  marked  gains  in  Ethiopia, African  cattle  numbers  are  cur- 
rently placed  substantially  above  the  1936-UO  average.  Numbers  in  Asia  are 
slightly  below  prewar. 

CATTLE:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continents 
average  19^6-UO,  annual  195O  and  1951 
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The  outlook  for  1951  is  for  further  important  gains  in  North  American 
numbers.    Moderate  increases  in  cattle  numbers  are  forecast  for  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union.     Some  leveling  of  numbers  is  likely  in  Europe,  as  prewar  levels 
are  being  approached  or  exceeded,  even  though  better  grassland  management  and 
improved  feeding  practices  have  increased  the  livestock  carrying  potential  of 
a  given  area  under  feed.    Cattle  in  Europe  largely  subsist  on  roughage  and  root 
crops  and  to  a  large  extent  do  not  depend  upon  the  supply  of  imported  feed, 
although  in  places  imported  oilcake  and  grain  are  important  as  production  feed 
supplementSe    Difficulties  and  uncertainties  as  to  the  importation  of  feedstuffs 
due  to  balance-of-payments  conditions  and  to  rising  prices  may  slow  down  the 
development  of  herds. 

Cattle  Numbers  on  Country  basis 

North'  America; 

Cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and  ranches  in  the  United  States  on  January  1, 
1951  vere  reported  at  Sk„2  million  head,  an  Increase  of  5  percent  when  compared 
with  80,1  million  at  the  beginning  of  195^«     The  1951  cattle  population  is  only 
l.U  million  head  short  of  the  record  high  of  85.6  million  on  January  1,  l9*+5» 
Beef  cattle  increased  in  number  wore  than  dairy  cattle  in  195^»     Eor  several 
years  there  has  been  a  shift  in  emphasis  toward  beef  cattle  production.     The  46. 5 
million  beef  cattle  on  farms  this  year,  are  a  record  high.     The  37*7  million  dairy 
stock  are  3,6  million  less  than  the  19^4  high. 

The  number  of  beef  cattle  this  January  includes  the  lar.-^st  number  ever 
reported  for  cattle  on  feed  and  for  beef  breeding  stock.     The  4,7  million  cattle 
on  feed  were  5  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.     The  number  of  beef  cows  was 
up  to  18.4  million,  10  percent  more  than,  their  previous  record  on  January  1,1950* 

Supplies  of  feed  grain  and  hay  are  adequate  for  a  larger  cattle  production 
in  I951i  although  they  could  be  restrictive  in  later  years.  High  prices  for 
cattle  and  improvement  in  pastures  in  recent  years  together  with  favorable  sea- 
sons have  improved  the  competitive  position  of  cattle  raising  among  farm  enter- 
prises. Nevertheless,  the  need  for  increased  production  of  all  major  crops  may 
limit  forage  acreages  in  the  near  future. 

Cattle  imports  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  in  1951  amounted  to 
U60.900  head  and  were  6  percent  above  the  preceding  year  and  considerably  larger 
than  prewar  years.    During  1950  imports  of  cattle  and  calves  in  the  200-699 
weight  group  (probably  feeders)  made  up  about  kO  oercent.  of  the  total,  rising 
h2  percent  abo^/e  19^9  and  almost  doubling  the  19^8  imports. 

Canadian  cattle  numbers  were  reported  at  8,292,100  head  on  December  1,  1950  ■ 
compared  with  8,2U3,300  head  the  previous  year.     The  number  of  dairy  cows  and 
heifers  two  years  old  and  over  was  73? 0°°  head  lower  'than  on  December  1,  19^9> 
while  the  total  of  other  cattle  and  calves  rose  about  122,000  head.     These  change 
according  to  the  Dominion  -Bureau  -of  Statistics,  were  small  but  indicate  that  the 
downward  trend  may  have  been  halted  and  that  the  increased  beef  production  might 
be  expected  partly  at  the  expense  of  moderate  reduction  in  dairying. 
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Year 


CANADA:    Number  of  cattle  on  farms,  by  principal  classes, 

1939-1950 
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Milk 
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cattle 
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C  0'<'S 


Other 
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:  thousands 
. ,,  m — ,   ...  

!  Thousands' 

;  Thousands 

.Thousands 

:  Thousands 

1-939 
1940  : 

:    :  3,681 

!  4,693 

:  8,3?U 

:    •'  3.933 

I  4,291 

:  8,224 

3,650 

4,  730 

•      .  8,380 

:     .  3,917 

.  4,399 

8,316 

19Ul 

3,624 

i  4,893 

:  8,517 

;  4,002 

: '  4,2Uj 

8,249 

1942 

3,680 

:  5.265 

:  8,9U5 

:  3,832 

5,002 

:  8,834 

19^3  - 

3.795 

5,870 

:  9,665 

:  3,953 

5,553 

"  "9,506 

1944 

3.930 

6,4i6 

:  -  10,3^6 

4,088 

6,170 

10,258 

1945 

:  3*998 

6,761 

.  10,759 

:  4,013 

5,948 

'  9,961 

3.711  : 

5.954  - 

•  .  9,665 

3.717 

5,299 

9,016 

19^7 

3.697  : 

6,021 

9.718 

!  3,667 

:  5,277 

:"  8,944 

1948 

:  •    3.701  i 
3,620  . 

5.775 

-  9,^76 

3,539 

:      4,712  , 

1  8,251 

1949 

5,46i 

9,081  i 

3, 570 

■  4,673 

:  8,2U3 

1950  : 

3.609  : 

5,383 

8,992  . 

3,497 

:  '  4,795 

8,292 

Compiled  from  Livestock  Surveys  of  June  1  and  December  1 


The  cattle  population  in  Mexico  at  the  end  of  1950  was . es timated  at 
14, 600,000  head,  a  slight  increase  over  1949*    Herds  throughout  the  country 
have  substantially  recovered  from  the  effects  of  foot-and-mouth  disease,  being 
diminished  by  slaughter  programs  in  1947  and  1948.     In  northern  Mexico  the  1950 
calf  crop  was.  reported  to  have  been  the  best  in  four  years.    Mexican  ranchers 
have  virtually' completed  the  conversion  of  their  operations  from  a  system  of 
selling  yearling  feeder  cattle  to  the  United  States  to  a  system  which  includes 
grass  fattening  of  2  to  3  year  olds  for  direct  sale,  to  national  meat  packing 
establishments.     General  exoansion  of  the  cattle  industry  in  central  and  south 
Mexico  is  also  reported.     The  long  range  outlook  for  the  cattle  industry  in 
Mexico  is  favorable,  but  the  outlook  for- 1951  is  less  satisfactory  in  the 
central  and  northern  cattle  raising  districts  because  of'  the  severe  drought 
suffered  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  195O-5I. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Cuba  on  January  1,  1951  totaled  about  4.6  million  head, 
or  about  50,000  head  more  than  reported  on  January  1,  1950.    The  strong  domestic 
demand  for  beef  at  remunerative  prices  largely  accounts  for  the  upward  trend 
in  numbers  since  19^8.     In  early  1951  there  were  an  estimated  1.7  million  cows 
in  Cuba,   including . dairy  stock.     The  net  calf  crop  during  195O  was  near 
950 t 000  head.    Roughly  60  percent  of  all  the  cows  reported  were  either  dairy 
or  dual -purpose  stock. 
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South  America:  ..  <   

Argentine  cattle  numbers  are  expected  to  approach  U3  million  head  in  July 
of  this  year,  about  2  million. less  than  reported  in  mid-1 9U9,  but : one  million 
above  mid-195^*     The'  reduction  in  numbers  is  generally  associated  with  heavy 
drought  marketings, death  losses  and  a  reduced  calf  crop.    Numbers  currently 
appear  fairly  stable  pending  the  establishment  of  a  new  British  contract  x<rhich 
should  clarify  future  breeding  and  feeding  intentions.     In  an  effort  to  coun- 
teract the  effect- of  the -loss  of  the  British  market  the  argentine  Government 
restricted  the  marketing  of  young  cattle,  diverted  domestic  consumption  to 
export  type  t steers  and  increased'  the  export  of  live  cattle  to  neighboring 
countrieso 

Available  information  reveals  that  cattle  numbers  in  Brazil  may  be  near 
U7  million  head,  a  slight  increase' qver  19^9»    Pastures  were  generally  satis- 
factory throughout  the  country  during  195Q»  with  the  exception  of .the  important 
cattle  zone  of  western  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.     Importation  of  low  cost  beef  from 
Argentine  is  causing  Brazilian  cattlemen  no  little  concern  and  may  curtail 
breeding  operations.:  , 

Cattle  numbers  in  Uruguay  were  estimated  at  the  end  of  195^  a*  approxi- 
mately 8  million  head  compared  with  8,6  million  in  19^9»     The  decline  in 
numbers  is  attributed  to  drought  conditions  in  late  19^9  and  early  1950>  a 
widespread  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  October  and  November,  the 
'tendency  to  favor  sheep  over  cattle,  and  an  increase  in  slaughter  for  domestic 
consumption.     Indications  for  1951  are  for  a  continued  downward  swing  in  the 
cattle  cycle.    Prices,  although  favorable,  are  not  as  remunerative  as  for 
woolo 

Numbers  in  early  1951  in  Paraguay  were  estimated  at  3,870,000  head,  about 
the  same  as  reported-  a  year  earlier,  but  19  percent  above  the  lSj>G-kO  prewar 
average.     In  general,  1950- was  considered  to  be  favorable  for  cattle;  there 
v/as  adequate  rainfall,  little  foot-and-mouth  disease  and  almost  a  complete 
absence  of  tick  fever.    Local  packing  plants  hope  to  be  able  to  increase 
imports  of  cattle  from  Argentina  during  1951  and,  with  improved  supervision 
of  meat  distribution,  it  is-  anticipated  that  Paraguay's  position  in  meat  pro- 
duction will  show  improvement.  • 

In  Chile  cattle  numbers  in  early  195^  were  estimated  at  2,331,000  head, 
a  decrease  of  about  6  percent >w hen  compared  with  the  year  previous.     Of  the 
7^7,000  cows  estimated  in  1950 »  517 ,000  were  dairy  cows.     The  outlook  for  the 
Chilean  cattle  industry  is  not  particularly -bright' because  of  lack  of 
Government  protection  and  planning!  a  need  for  credit,  a  restricted  feed  and 
forage  supply,  as  well  as  high  production  cost  and  low  consumer. purchasing 
power. 

Europe ; 

The  total  number  of  cattle  and  calves  in  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from 
10.2k  million  head  in  June  lSkS  to  10.62  million  in  June  195O  with  a  seasonal 
decline  to  10. 3  million  in  December  1950,  but  200,000  greater  than  in  Deceiver 
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1949.    The  increase  was  confined  to  beef  cattle,  the  number  of  dairy  cattle 
actually  declining  about  40,000  head.     The  supply  of  animal  feeds  in  the  last 
few  years  has  improved  compared  w3»th  the  war  and  immediate  postwar  period,  and 
has  allowed  for  considerable  recoupment  of  the  wartime  reduction  in  livestock 
numbers.    The  feed  situation  in  1950~51  should  improve  over  1949~50.  In_addi- 
tion,  pastures  will  be  better  and  the  supply  of  roughage  will  improve  from 
the  poor  condition  of  1949-50.     Thus,  with  the  postwar  standards  of  feeding  and 
slaughter  weights,  a  small  increase  of  livestock  numbers  may  be  possible. 
However,  forecast  of  the  feed  supply,  especially  of  imported  coarse  grains*  may 
not  fully  materialize. 


UNITED  KINGDOM:    Number  of  cattle  on  farms, 
by  principal  classes, 
year  1939  and  annual  , 


Cows 

:  Co^s 

;  Heifers 

;  Two 

:  One 

Date 

and 

:  in  calf 

:  in 

:  years 

:  year 

:  Under 

:  heifers 

:  but  not 

: ,  calf 

:    old  and 

:  and 

:  one 

;  Total 

!  in  milk 

:  in  milk 

over 

:under  two 

:  year 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

t Thousands 

:  Thousands  • 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1939-June 

;     .2,  Ski 

'  4so 

I  56U 

r  1,3^2 

1,867 

!  1,778 

1  8,872 

Dec. 

:  2,434 

!  917 

\   .  58O 

'.  I,2b0 

:     1 , 721 

i  ±,oCl 

5?  777 

19^6-Mar. 

'  2,5U9 

:  953 

:  S64 

:  1,599 

,  1,657 

;  1,807 

:  9,429 

June 

:  2,919 

:  618 

:      .  S85 

:  .1,683 

:  1,747 

:  1,777 

9,629 

Se-ot. 

2,673 

1  8S5 

\  838 

t  1,699 

:  1,695 

:  1,807 

:  9,597 

Dec. 

'  2,1+50 

1,100 

:  626 

:  1,598 

!  1,604 

i  '  1,860 

9,238 

19^7-Mar. 

2,559 

i  970 

SIS 

!  1,640 

1,579 

;  '  1,810 

9,376 

June 

2,897 
2,658 

6U3  < 

8U3 

1,678 

1,708 

1,798 

:  9,567 

Sept. 

:  93^ 

8O5 

:  1,749 

1,699 

;  1,805 

9,650 

Dec. 

2,415 

1.117 

624 

1,568 

1,587  , 

i  1,907 

9,218 

1948-Mar. '  : 

2,519 

1 , 001 

86l 

:  1,564 

1,546 

:  1,905 

t  9,395 

J  une  • 

;    2,933  ' 

6^0 

907 

:  '  1,635 

•  1,603 

:  2,078 

9,805 

Sept. 

2,691 

958 

855 

,     1 , 60S 

1,537 

2,172  - 

9,821 

Dec. 

2,521 

1,092 

641 

•  1,504 

1,619 

•  2,153 

9,529 

l9.U9-Mar.  ' 

•2,650  ; 

957  ! 

S6l  ! 

1,527 

1,639 

:      2,132  : 

9,766 

J  une  : 

3,049  : 

64i  ! 

911  : 

1,633  : 

1,796  s 

•      2,214  ; 

10,244 

Sept.  ' 

.   2,685  : 

1,033  : 

873  : 

1,613 

1,805  ; 

2,194  j 

10,204 

Dec.  : 

2,612  : 

1,12*3  • 

608  : 

1,599  J 

1,771  : 

2,323  : 

10,036 

1950-Mar.  : 

2,802  : 

919  i 

796  : 

1,642  ; 

1,804  : 

2,266  \ 

10,229 

June  : 

3,139  : 
2,767  : 

628  ! 

861  : 

1,708  1 

1,974  : 

2,310- j 

10,620 

Sept. : 

985  ' 

SOU  ! 

1,765  : 

* 
« 

1,991  : 

•  2,191  : 

10,503 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics. 
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In  Ireland,  the  June  1950  livestock  census  revealed  that  cattle  numbers 
increased  5  percent  for  the  second  consecutive  year.     The  cattle  population 
was  placed  at  U,  322,000  head,  compared  with  H,127»000  in  19^9«     Numbers  were 
about  7*5  percent  above  the  1936-HO  prewar  average.     The  emphasis  on  cattle 
production  was  clearly  the  result  of  price  factors  in  the  export  (chiefly 
British)  market.     The  presence  of  fixed  price  scale  through  April  1951»  coupled 
with  assurance  of  a  link  with  British  internal  cattle  prices  until  1952?  gave 
producers  a  reasonable  amount  of  security  with  the  gradual  emergence  of  a 
sellers'  market.  :  It  is  assumed  that  fat  cattle  prices  in  1951~52  will  exceed 
the  195O-5I  scale,  so  far  as  delivery  to  the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned,  and 
should  assure  the  continuing  expansion  of  cattle  production. 

The  total  number  of  cattle  in  Denmark  in  December  ^,0,  1950  was  reported 
at  2,97^-jOOO  head,  an  increase  of  about  3  percent  compared  with  a  year  earlier. 
The  total  number  of  cattle  is  now  about  10  percent  lower  than  in  1939*  while 
the  number  of  milk  cows  is  only  3  to  U  percent  below  the  prewar  number. 
Throughout    1950,  Danish  agriculture  operated  under  more  adverse  conditions 
than  in  l9^9-->     Imported  feed  and  other  agricultural  materials  increased  in 
price  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.    Based  on  the  expected  supply  of 
domestic  and  imported  feed,  1951  production  of  cattle  should  be  about  the  same 
as  in  1950.        • :  .  .  : 

In  Sweden,   the  official  estimate  of  livestock  in  June  1950  shows  a  slight 
increase  in  the'  number  of  cattle.    Numbers  were  2,6^-8,000  head  compared  with 
2,58U,000  in  19H9.     The  forecast  for  mid-1951  is  reckoned  near  2, '675, 000  head. 
Feed  supplies  have  generally  been  sufficient  and  are  expected  to  remain  adequate. 
Although  pasture  conditions  were  below  normal  in  May  and  June  of  1950,  they 
improved  during  the  latter  half  of  the  season.     The  1950  hay  crop  was  below 
normal,  but  a  small  increase  in  cattle  numbers  in  1951  is  forecast. 

From  19U9  to  195O  the  total  number  of  cattle  in  Norway  increased  by 
1  percent..    The;  number  of  cows,  however,  decreased  somewhat  and  is  now  at  a 
level  11  percent  below  1939*     The  scarcity  and  high  cost  of  labor  on  farms 
maintaining  herds  of  larger  than  20  cows  hailed  to  a  reduction  in 'the  size 
of  herds. 

Total  cattle  numbers  in  the  Netherlands  increased  .from  2, 5^0, 000  head  in 
May  19U9  to  2,723,000  in  May  1950.     Cow  numbers  rose  steadily  except  for  19U7 
when  an  extremely  dry  summer  created  a  feed  shortage.     The  rising  trend  in  the 
production  of  cattle  may  cease  in  1951  if  the  Government  does  not  succeed  in 
purchasing  abroad  large  quantities  .of  feed  grains.    Present  stocks  are  extremely 
small,  and,  in  the  face  of  constantly  rising  prices,  it  has  become  very  diffi- 
cult for  the  Dutch  Government  to  obtain  required  amounts.     The  weather  through- 
out 1950  was  generally  windy  and  rainy.    Although  grasses  and  legume  crops 
did  well  under  such  circumstances  continuous  fall  rains  caused  damage  in  many 
low  regions  of  the  country.     The  feed  situation  for  livestock  continued  to 
be  very  tight  and  Government  allocations  were  still  in  effect. 


Cattle  numbers  in  Belgium  reflected  a  13  percent  increase  during  l9^9t 
reaching  1,902,000  head  compared  with  1,682,000  head  a  year  earlier.  .Recent 
re-oorts  indicate  that  livestock  numbers  have  reached  the  point  where  domestic 
production  should  be  able  to  meet  consumption  of  meat  if  adequate  supplies  of 
feed  and  fodder  can  be  made  available.     The  pasture  and  feed  situation  is- about 
normal.     Feed  production  in  1.950  was  very  good.    Farmers  are  expected  to  expand 
plantings  of  feed  grains  this  spring  but  -imports  which  are  becoming  increas- 
ingly difficult  to  obtain  will  be'  one  of  the  decisive  factors  in  determining 
production  prospects  for  cattle.  .  '  '.  ;  . 

French  cattle  numbers  were  officially  placed  in  October  1950  at 
15,722,000  head.     This  .is  a  2  percent  gain  when  compared  with  15,UOU,000 
head  reported  a  year  earlier.     Cattle  numbers  are  now  on  a  par  with  the  193^ 
prew  r  level.'    Cows  increased  3  percent  in  195^  when  compared  with  19^9?  hut 
were  7  percent  below  prewar.'   Supplies  of  domestic  animal  feed  are  better 
in  195O-51  than  prewar  and  still  better  than  19^9-5°.     With  the  exception  of 
corn  and  oats,  production  of  all  crops  are  at  higher  levels  than  prewar.  The 
most  marked  increases  are  for  barley,  beets  and  temporary  pastures.  Present 
indications  are  for  a  slight  increase  in  cattle  numbers  during  the  coming  year, 
apparently  as  the  result  of  farmers  holding  animals  off  the  market  as  well 
as  increases  in  breeding  stock. 

The  cattle  situation  in  Spain  maintained  a  good  position  throughout  1950. 
The  trend  in  cattle  numbers  continues  uncertain  but  with  generally  favorable 
forage  conditions  numbers  may  be  increasing.     The  livestock  situation  has- 
better  prospects  for  1951  than  jn  recent  years  due  to  ample  moisture  throughout 
the  winter  months.     Generally,  conditions  are  improved  over  last  year  and 
farmers  are  optimistic  for  better  feed  supplies* 

The  cattle  population  in  Western-  Germany  according  to  the  December  1950 
census  is  11.1  million  head,  2  percent" above  last  year,  .but  8  percent  below 
the  1936-UO  prev-  r  average.    A  13  percent  increase  in  calf  number's  points 
to  a  rapid  rebuilding  of  herds  and  offsets  a  11  percent  decrease  in  numbers 
of  heifers  over  2  years.     The  decrease  in  the  older  heifers  will  probably 
have  no  unfavorable  effect  on  the  cattle  stock  development  since  the  number 
of  female  cattle  under  2  years  has  increased.     The  cool  and  moist  summer 
of  1950  offered  excellent  pasture  and  forage  conditions  throughout  Western 
Germany  with  the  exception  of  Bavaria.    Large  scale  feeding  of  rye  on 
German  farms  during  the  last  quarter  of  1950  caused  some  official-  concern 
regarding  a  shortage  -of  rye  for  milling.     The  increase  in  cattle  numbers 
is  generally  associated  with  the  withholding  of  stock  by  farmers  in  antici-  ' 
pation  of  higher  prices  and  ample  fodder  supplies  to  support  larger  numbers. 
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WESTERN  -GSR7 "ANT :  .  Number  of  cattle  on  farms,  by 
•         principal  classes,  average  1935-3^ 
.annual  1946-1950 
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*  Dec. 
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:         58  j 
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11,144 
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:  61 
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1,531' 

2,303 

:         525  ' 

10,291 
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.  5.181 

!  57 

715  • 

I,6l9 

>  '  2,384 

:  '  5^5 

10,501 
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5,265 

:         40.  : 

779  ■ 

1,572 

2,402 

:         515  ■ 

10,573 

19^9-Jane 

5,384 

.  50.. 

810 

1.615 

2,641 

:  503 

11,003 

Dec.  ' 

5,535 

i          U9  : 

695  : 

1,607  ; 

2,553 

Ukli  , 

10,883 

1950 -June  : 

5,679 

55  : 

715  = 

1,700  ! 

2,687 

U50  : 

11,286 

Dec.  : 

5,73^ 

51  ! 

624  . 

1,665  : 

2,664 

•:       412  ; 

.:  11,150 

Compiled  from  S tatistischer  Monatsbericht 


Favorable  weather  generally  contributed  to  raise  Swiss  cattle  numbers 
in  195O  to  1,530,000  head.     This  is  a  3.5  percent  increase  when  compared  with 
the  19U9  numbers  and  120,000  head  below  prewar.     Consensus  is  that  prewar 
cattle  numbers  of  roughly  1.7  milVion  head  were  too  large  for  the  country; 
however,  with  the  increase  in  the  Swiss  human  population,  1.7  million  would 
now  be  an  optimum.     The  production  of  beef  cattle  will  be  about  the  same  in  1951 
as  in  1950,  but  because  of  the  Government's  recent  effort  to  stimulate  the 
fattening  of  calves,  an  appreciable  increase  in  numbers  will  be  noticeable 
in  1952. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Austria  in  December  of  1950  were  reported  officially 
at  a  new  postwar  high  of  2,279,000  head, a '3.5  percent  increase  over  a  year 
earlier,  but  about  12  percent  below  the  1936-40  prewar  average.  Unofficial 
estimates,  however,  place  the  total  cattle  population  about  10  percent  higher 
than  the  figure  above „  1  '•'  •'! 

In  Greece  preliminary  estimates  indicate  cattle  numbers  in  1951  as  close 
to  762,000  head,  a  4  percent  increase  over  1950,  but  far  below  the  1936-HO 
level.     Recent  outbreaks  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  have  not  contributed  to 
the  development  of  numbers.    However,  a  gradual  increase  in  the  c:ttle  popula- 
tion is  forecast  if  an  economical  feed  and  forage  balance  can  be  maintained. 
Numbers  in  Yugoslavia  fell  somewhat  because  of  severe  drought  conditions. 
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U.S.SiR.  and  European  Satellites: 

■  --'     s  »■   —     ■  ■ 

i  -  .  . 

In  the  Soviet  Union, . cattle  numbers  have  increased  and  are  near  the  . 
1936-UO  prewar  level.   ~~D"ata  reveal    numbers  to  he  close  to  57*200,000  head, 
a  2  percent  increase  compared  with  56  million  reported  for  1950.  Cattle 
populations  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Poland  are  believed  to-  have  increased 
slightly  during"  1950.     Numbers  in  Poland  are  reported  as  substantially  below 
193^~^0  prewar  levels,  but  are  only  slightly  under  the  prewar  level  in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Satellite  countries  in  southeastern  Europe  were  undoubtedly  affected  by 
the  recent  drought.     Cattle  numbers  in  Rumania  and  Bulgaria  during  1950  did. 
not  increase  and  were  maintained  near  the  19^9  level.     Although  the  Bulgarian 
cattle  population  is  believed  to  be  above  the. prewar  average,  numbers  in 
Rumania  are  slightly  below.     Cattle  numbers  in  Hungary  as  estimated  in  1951 
are  under  1950  and  somewhat  below  x>rei^ar.    Short  supplies  of  forage  during: 
I95O  were  partially  of  f  se-t'itt  many  zones" by"  potatoes*  and  sugar  bee ts. 

•>       •  .•  . 

Oceania:  .  . 


According  to  an  early  1950  census,  cattle  numbers  in  Aus tralia  were 
close  to  lU, 600,000  head,  a  3  percent  increase  compared  with  a  year  earlier 
and  about  12  percent  above  the  l9j>6-hO  prewar  average.     The  increased  pro- 
duction of  beef  cattle  during  1950  was  generally  associated  with  a  very 
favorable  pasture  condition  and  the  desire  to  stock  more  heavily  in  order 
to  take  advantage  of  the  feed.    With  extremely  favorable  feed  conditions  over 
most  of  the  three  eastern  midland  States  and  the  Northern.  Territory,  prospects 
are  likely  for  an  increase  in  cattle  numbers  in  1951  with  a  greater  emphasis 
being  placed  oh  breeding  programs. 

The  past  year  was  favorable  for  cattle  production  in  Hew  Zealand.  Cattle 
numbers  are  believed  to  be  increasing  and  are  placed  at  roughly  S  percent 
above  prewar. 

Africa:  • 

Outstanding  progress  in  herd  development  has  occurred  in  Ethiopia  during 
the  past  decade.     Numbers  are  currently  estimated  as  near  25  million,  a  marked 
increase  when  compared  with  previous  years.     Although  an  accurate  census  is 
lacking,  available  data  including  slaughter  statistics  substantiate  reports 
of  a  vastly  increased  cattle  population.    During  1950  cattle  numbers  were 
increased  in  part  because  of  a  reduction  in  rinderpest  losses. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Madagascar  were  reported  at  5»6Ul,QOO  head  in  late  1950, 
a  k  percent  increase  over  the  previous  year  and  9  percent  over  prewar.  No 
appreciable  increase  in  numbers  is  anticipated  during  1951  because  of  the 
unfavorable  price  relationship  with  the  French  market. 
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According  to  an  August  19^9  census  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  cattle 
owned  by  Europeans  and  natives  numbered  about  12,2^2,000  head  compared  with 
12,^70,000  head  in  19^3.,    The- 'reduction  in  cattle  numbers"  was  due  to  the 
increased  demand  for  meat.    'The  l^US^O  grazing  season  was,  relatively  favorable 
compared  with  the  previous  year 'when  the  livestock  industry  received  a  -setback 
due  to  drought.     Current  pasture  conditions  are  reported  as  better  than  at 
any  time  since  prewar » 

t 

Asia: 

The  total  cattle  population  in  India  is  estimated  at  roughly  180'  million 
head,  of  which  Ul  million  are  classified  as  buffaloes.     Available  data  shows 
a  gradual  increase  of  numbers.     The  current  population  is  placed  at  about  the 
same  as  the  1936-HO  prewar  average,  but  slightly  above  the  19^1-^5  average. 

Preliminary  estimates,  indicate  that  the  cattle  and  carabao  numbers  in 
the  Philippine  Republic  .have  increased  steadily  in  postwar  years.,    Numbers  were 
plac-d  in  early  1951  a^  3 » 100, 000  head,  a  12  percent  increase  over  the  previous 
year,  but  29  percent  below  1936-UO  prewar  average.     Very  little  change  is 
expected  to  occur  in  the  Philippine  livestock  situation  during  1951* 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office -of  Foreign- Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign. Crop  and  Li vestock  Statistics.     It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.  s. 
Foreign  Service  reports.       .-  .;■  ,  . 
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